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TIEN FENG 


A new grist of Tien Feng magazines has just come to hand, seven in all, This completes 
our file from October 17, 1956 to January 28, 1957, and also brings to hand a belated copy of 
June 11, 1956. On the whole the news in them is quite hopeful, with church activities pro- 


ceeding at an accelerating pace. 


The advertisements of new books are always of interest. There is much interest in church 
music, The Christian Literature Society has published an abbreviated hymnbook of 170 hymns 
(including 45 choruses), a hymnbook in the Li- su dialect for that minority people, and Handel's 
Messiah with Chinese words, The Music Department of Nanking Theological Seminary has 
published two series of Christmas songs, one of 14 and the other of 20 songs. Other Christmas 

d New Year items include calendars and diaries by the CLS and four Christmas plays by the 
. Publication House, Chester Miao has added to his book on Joshua (previously mentioned 

e 

ing of the Biblical phrase Love not the world. 


) a book on the period of the Judges. W. B. Djang has published a discussion of the me an- 


The theological and exegetical discussion of the Christi an's relation to the world continues 
at a lively pace in these numbers, The problem is how to reconcile the traditional position that 
the world is evil, and under the control of the devil, with the present official attitude that the 
world is essentially good. (Western Christianity, at the time of the Emperor Constantine, went 
through something of the same transition, from a world-denying to a world-affirming position, 
and for the same reason, namely, the abandonment of a critical attitude toward secular society 
and the Government.) Two years ago this discussion was connected with the attack upon Wang 
Ming-tao. The fact that the discussion continues seems to indicate that the ‘*world-denying”’ 


attitude is still far from dead in Protestantism, 


These copies of Tien Feng cover the period of the Middle East and the Hungarian struggles, 
and, as we might expect, the editor follows the straight Communist line in his interpretation. 
There are a number of articles on the subject, some of them indicating that Chinese Christians, 
from their Biblical background, have been inclined to sympathize with Israel against Egypt, 
and showing therefore the reasons why that attitude is wrong. There are even poems above the 


Middle East, one of them beginning Nasser, I love you. 


3a 
A number of meetings of a national or regional character are reported. The Executive 
Committee of the Three-self Movement met in Shanghai May 28-31, 1956, two months after 
the Peking meeting, and considered problems of self-support, research and publication, and 
the renewing of international connections, For this latter purpose a special committee on 
international relations was set up. 


nformation from Chinese church magazines and other Chinese sources is passed on as objec- 


[iter bi-weekly to keep mission boards and missionaries informed on Christian work in China, 
I 
(J as possible, with a minimum of interpretation. When interpretation is necessary, it is en- 


d in parentheses as the comment of the editor. ANNUAL RATES: Domestic, $2.00; Over- 
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The Honan Diocese of the Episcopal Church held its igth session April 16-22, 1956, with 
51 delegates from 15 parishes present, Four deacons were ordained priests, 


We now learn that the organizational meeting of the Fukien Synod of the Church of Christ 
in China which we reported in the last Bulletin was preceded October 4-8 by an Executive 
Committee meeting in Foochow, at which the fundamental decision to unify was taken, at the 
recommendation of the Executive Committee of the General Assembly. Moreover, the com- 
bining units are here described as three synods, North, Central, and South Fukien (centers at 
Shaowu, Foochow and Amoy respectively). 


A delegated meeting of the Foochow District of the Methodist Church met in the Tienan 
Church, Foochow, September 24-26, with 40 delegates present. On the 26th they elected by 
ballot Rev. Lin Sheng-en as District Superintendent, and also a Committee of ten as the 
Executive Committee of the District. 


The Shantung Baptist Convention was organized in Tsingtao September 18-20. Rev. Ch’i 
Ch'ing-ts'ai of Shanghai, who is described as the Chairman of the Baptist National Convention, 
was present to help in the organization. 


A similar Baptist Convention was held in Shanghai, opening October 17. It reported a 
total of 1,312 baptisms in their area since liberation. They adopted as their official title the 
name Chekiang-Shanghai Convention of the Chinese Christian Baptist Church (Chin-hui, not 
Chin-li-hui), and elected a committee of seven as executive committee (Ku P*u-hsiang, 
Chiang Teh-en, T. C. Bao, John Lu, Shih T'ien- ming, Ch'en Wei-hsin-and Hsieh Fu-hsiu). 


Delegated city-wide meetings of the Three-self Movement are reported from Foochow and 
Tientsin, The Foochow meeting is called the first, but since they have certainly had city-wide 
meetings before, I take it first“ refers to its being properly delegated. Organizations repre- 
sented were CCC, Methodist, Anglican, Little Flock, Seventh Day Adventist, True Jesus c 
and YMCA. Bishop Michael Chang was elected Honorary Chairman and James Chen Chairmal™ 
The Tientsin meeting was held November 19-21. The President of the Tientsin Bible School 
Sun Chin-hsien preached at the opening service. A committee of 57 headed by Rev. Cheng Hsi- 
san was elected to carry on, 


The Central China District of the Seventh Day Adventist Church met in Hankow November 
6-8. This is the first of the eight Districts of that denomination to meet since liberation, 40 
persons were present, representing more than 2,000 churchmembers scattered through the four 
provinces of Kiangsi, Hunan, Hupeh and Honan, The Religious Affairs Bureau entertained the 
whole Conference for dinner one evening. Two representatives from the central office of the 
Adventist Church in Shanghai were present, A committee of 19 was elected to carry on. 


So much for general and regional meetings of various churches. Now as to the theological 
seminaries we find a number of items of news here. The Board of Managers of Yenching Union 
Theological Seminary has been officially set up, with 30 representatives from the following 
churches; CCC, Anglican, Methodist (both American and British), Congregational, Chinese 
Holness, Lutheran, Baptist, and Assemblies of God. Rev. Marcus Chen is Chairman, Bishop 
Z. T. Kaung vice-chairman, and Ying Chi-cheng Secretary. A surprising number are from 


faraway places - Robin Chen, George Wu, Chi Ching-tsai, Li Chu-wen and others from Shanghai, 


Bishop K. H. Ting from Nanking and Wan Fu- lin from Hankow. 


The Canton Union Theological College has moved from its former quarters at Fang-ts’un to 
Eagt Hill in Canton, This place is described as the former site of the Kuangtung-Kuangsi 
Baptist Seminary. * 


Both Nanking and Yenching seminaries announce that they are ready to receive applications 
for the second semester refresher course. I might add here that a direct letter from one of the 
professors at Nanking states that the older teachers in the Seminary are teaching the younger 
teachers in special seminars, This professor, after mentioning the visit of the Australian Ang 
delegation, adds, We hope that churchmen from America will come too. 


* 
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2 The news from the individual churches is unusually hopeful, with many reports of baptisms. 
The Pentecostal Holiness Church of Chekiang has a very encouraging report, They have 19 
churches, three preaching centers, and 1g church workers, Number of baptisms has gone up 
almost every year since liberation, as follows: 1951 - 26; 1952 - 48; 1953 - 70; 1954 123; 
1955 ~ 84; 8 months in 1956 - 90. They now have 2,200 baptized Christians, plus 490 inquirers 
and 589 Sundayschool pupils, The English Methodist Church tells of one of its small circuits 
Yu-hsi, which now has 247 members, a 150% increase over five years ago. The An-ch'ang 
Church, near Hangchow, baptized 70 on October 21, The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
reports from Kwangsi that three of their churches baptized 40, 34, and 15 persons respectively, 
all in September or October. The small village church of Ch*engt*ang, near Hangchow, 
baptized 21 on October 14. The Independent Church in Luiho, Honan, baptized 77 on November 
18, And so it goes, with some 20 or 30 more such items of baptisms, 


THE AUSTRALIAN VISIT TO CHINA 


The seventh article in Francis James’ report on the church in China appears in Episcopal 
Cnurchnews for April 14. In this he discusses the attitude of Chinese Christians toward the 
Communist Government, First, their heightened national feeling has almost eliminated intoler- 
ance between religious bodies. This does not mean that the Government has become equally 
tolerant. Cextainly, the Government now applies the more effective techniques of persuasion, 
using mass propaganda media more efficiently than I ever saw used in Russia or Germany, and 
has moved from the policy of physical repression which attended ‘liberation’ and the land reform 
period, Its methods are indeed so gentle nowadays that the Christian communities make the 
error, in my opinion, of attributing to it quasi-Christian motives, Well, these motives are 
about as moral, let alone Christian, as those of the wolf which resorted to wheedling when 
huffing and puffing failed to blow down the house. 


The Communist Government is very firmly established, **Ignoring the unthinkable effects of 
gn war, there is only one thing which could possibly upset the present Chinese Government, 
that is the growth of corruption and inefficiency within its own ranks, leading to complaints 
from the populace, leading in turn to increasingly severe repression against increasingly clamant 
protests until the wheel had turned full citele. But this is a very remote eventuality. ‘‘Not 
even the most astute Westerner in China could detect any sign of corruption in government 
circles... On the other hand, they could recount endless stories of incompetent bureaucracy. 
By comparison with conditions before ‘‘liberation’’, all Chinese 6 say firmly that social 
in justice and oppression are a thing of the past. 


He thinks that Chinese Christians are inclined to pay tog much attention to the material 
accomplishments of the present Government, that there are none of the checks and balances to 
which we are accustomed in the West, and that Lord Acton’s dictum about the tendency of 
power to corrupt will ultimately be valid here as elsewhere. He points to a dichotomy in the 
morals of the Communist leadership. ‘*The Chinese Communist leadership sets an example of 
high private morality, They are so conditioned as to be able to tell the most atrocious untruths, 
or to commit morally reprehensible deeds, in the misconceived course of their public duty; but 
privately and personally they are truthful and decent folk. 


As regards political policy towards Communist China, he thinks that Britain's is preferable 
to that of the United States and Australia. As a whole, Western political policy towards China 
seems to aim, judging by its results, only at strengthening the Soviet-Chinese alliance, 


As regards the Chinese Christian church, the two things we can do are first to continue to 
pray for them, and secondly to ‘‘seize every opportunity which presents itself for us to learn more 
about them and to show them more about us. 


The eighth and last article of the series is pti marily about the theological seminaries in 
China, He lists four union seminaries - at Peking, Nanking, Chungking and Canton- and seems 
not to have been brought in touch at all with the bible schools in Shanghai, Tientsin, and else- 
where although at least the one in Shanghai does work on an intellectual level as high as most 

union seminaries he mentions, Probably the reason for passing them over is that the Sheng 
g Hui has no official relations with them, 
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